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Since Leap Day on 
Feb. 29, it feels like I’ve 
been living in a different 
world. That marks the 
day for me when things 
started to change.

I was sitting with my 
son Ryan and my 
father-in-law at a spring 
training baseball game 
in Sarasota, Florida 
watching the Baltimore 
Orioles host the Miami 
Marlins. There we were 

elbow to elbow with fellow baseball fans we had 
never met. The words “social distancing” were 
not in our vocabulary. But we had heard about 
something called coronavirus over in China and 
spreading into Europe. 

The call of the beer vendor coming up our aisle 
caught our attention.  

“Hey, I got Corona!” Ryan and I looked at each 
other as I said, “I can’t believe he said that.” 

Of course, he was selling the Mexican beer by that 
name. But I still can’t believe he said it. 

Two days later, as we were leaving Florida to 
head back to South Carolina, the headline in the 



W e all recall times when 
individuals and institutions have 

fallen short of reflecting the principles 
upon which they declare to stand. 
Yet, it is great to remember the times 
when institutions, such as Columbia 
International University, biblically 
respond to the cultural climate in 
which they serve. As I reflect on three 
decades as a CIU faculty member, 
through the years CIU’s leadership has 
recognized the importance of taking 
intentional steps to minister to, and 
with, people of color. 

In the 1930s, Marguerite McQuilkin, 
the wife of our first president Dr. R.C. 
McQuilkin, founded Bethel Bible 
Camp for African American children 
so they could learn about God and 
have the summer camp experience 
that white children already enjoyed. 
Today, the camp is called Bethel 
Christian Camp and includes children 
who are a mix of ethnic and socio-
economic groups. 

I was present in the 1990s when 
CIU President Dr. Johnny Miller 

made a public statement regarding 
removal of the Confederate flag 
from the dome of the South Carolina 
Statehouse saying: “I see the flag as 
being a rallying point around which 
the church could show that it would 
not act in a racist way, which is not to 
say that everybody who supports the 
flag is racist. But if my black brothers 
and sisters see it as racist, then I want 
to serve them.”  
 
As the premier Christian institution 
in South Carolina, CIU is continuing 
to take action to make CIU more 
reflective of the diverse nature of the 
body of Christ. In recent years under 
the leadership of President Dr. Mark 
Smith, I have witnessed CIU address 
the sobering reality of the plight 
of African Americans by initiating 
actions on and off campus. 

Recognizing employment inequalities 
in the workplace, Dr. Smith has 
championed the charge of racial 
diversity. When I came to CIU in 1999, 
I was the only African American on 
the faculty. But over the last three 
years, CIU has hired African American 
professors, administrators, and 

coaches to work in critical positions 
throughout the university so that 
CIU will be more reflective of its core 
value of Evangelical Unity and the 
rich diversity of the body of Christ. 
Now I sit around the table and see 
eight African American professors 
and senior leaders, as well as over 25 
other African Americans who are a 
part of the CIU family of employees. 
What a blessing to behold what God 
has done!
 
Additionally, the university has 
brokered the purchase of a number 
of properties on the Monticello Road 
corridor for economic development. 
The demography for the area is 
75% African American and our 
desire is that, as CIU grows, CIU’s 
neighborhood will also reap the 
tangible benefits of CIU’s investment. 
Already, The North Columbia Business 
Association has recognized CIU with 
the Community Impact Organization 
of the Year Award for its efforts. 

While I and the CIU leadership 
recognize much more work is left to 
be done, we believe the best is yet
to come.  

Recognizing Racial Diversity at CIU
By Dr. Andre Rogers
Doctor of Ministerial Leadership Director, Professor of Church Ministry

Columbia Mayor Steve 
Benjamin advised Columbia 

International University 
faculty and staff that now 

is a good time to listen and 
learn. Benjamin offered the 

guidance at the invitation 
of the CIU administration. 
With an enrollment that is 

about 35% African-American, 
President Mark Smith said 

CIU will “listen and learn, so 
we can love and lead well.” 
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Record Enrollments
at CIU and Ben Lippen!
The upward enrollment trend at Columbia International 
University and Ben Lippen School continues in record-
breaking fashion. CIU’s enrollment has increased for four 
years straight. A total of 2,145 students are enrolled for the 
2020-2021 academic year. That includes residential and online 
undergraduate and graduate students. Dual enrollment of 
high school students also continues the upward trend. 

Meanwhile, at Ben Lippen, 99 more Pre-K3 to 12th grade 
students are enrolled this academic year over last year, for a 
total of 929.  

On the five-year anniversary 
of the shooting deaths of nine 
people at Emanuel AME Church in 
Charleston, South Carolina, Columbia 
International University President 
Dr. Mark Smith called on Christ 
followers to denounce racism and 
injustice. It was on June 17, 2015 
that nine people were shot and 
killed by a white supremacist during 
a Wednesday night Bible study and 
prayer meeting at the church also 
known as “Mother Emanuel.”

In a videotaped message on 
YouTube, Smith said that CIU formally 
denounces “racism, injustice and any 
action of any group seeking to make 
themselves racially superior to any 

CIU Today Magazine 
Honored
The magazine you are holding is
a winner!

CIU Today is a Merit Winner in the 
35th Annual Educational Advertising 
Awards in the category for “External 
Publications.” The magazine is 
published by the CIU University 
Communications Department under 
the direction of Bob Wenzel. 

University Communications did 
even better in the “Total Athletic 
Program” category winning Gold 
for CIU Rams Season Posters. A CIU 
Rams Fundraising Booklet was also 
a Merit Winner in the “Fund Raising 
Campaign” category.

The awards are presented by the 
Higher Education Marketing Report 
in Marietta, Georgia.  

CIU Professor Dr. Andre 
Rogers (standing) leads CIU 
President Dr. Mark Smith and 
Columbia leaders in prayer.

other group of people. It’s just flat 
out wrong.”

Meanwhile, also on the eve of the 
anniversary, Smith met for lunch and 
prayer with Columbia leaders to 
listen and learn about race relations 
in the community. Meeting with 
Smith were Columbia Mayor Steve 
Benjamin, Columbia Urban League 
President and CEO J.T. McLawhorn, 
and Richland County Sheriff Leon 
Lott. Joining Smith from CIU was 
Special Assistant to the President 
Dr. Andre Rogers and Executive Vice 





Student on Mission With Masks
A CIU student from China helped 

meet the critical need for M95 
masks by distributing them free 
to those on the front lines of the 
battle against the coronavirus.

Tiepeng Lyu, who is studying 
for his Master of Divinity degree, 

provided 200 masks to the Training 
Division of the Richland County 

Sheriff’s Department located in the 
Denny Terrace neighborhood where Lyu lives, just down 
Monticello Road from CIU.

When the masks were in short supply in the United 
States, Lyu had the masks shipped from his home country.

“We really appreciate his efforts in supporting 
the Richland County Sheriff’s Department and his 
community,” said Sheriff Leon Lott.

Lyu also provided 200 masks to health care workers at an 
assisted living facility and another 200 to a doctor’s office 
in the nearby Eau Claire neighborhood.  

Alumnus Shifts His Business to
Meet Pandemic Needs
CIU alumnus Dave Wegener (Class of ’91) usually 
concentrates on setting up custom Mac computers 
and helping Apple users with tech problems. But after 
the Covid-19 outbreak in South Carolina, Wegener’s 
Columbia business, Wedge, shifted its focus to producing 
medical protective devices, starting with face shields.

At one point, Wegener was producing more than 10,000 
shields per day and “supplying most of the needs for 
South Carolina hospitals,” Wegener said.  

Dave Wegener (right) with a customer from 
Beaufort County Emergency Services.

Offering Reassurance During a Pandemic
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J oey Ketcherside was there to 
hold the hand of a man dying 
of Covid-19. He was the only 

one who could offer the touch.

Ketcherside, a 2004 CIU alumnus, 
is a nurse in the Medical Intensive 
Care Unit of Prisma Health Richland 



abilities to draw attention to things 
that would otherwise go unnoticed. 

During our orientation, the associate 
dean of WJI, Professor Lee Pitts 
said, “Part of a journalist’s job is to 
encourage people, compel them — 
maybe even chide them a little —to 
turn their heads toward the plights of 

others.” Indeed, the time is now. He 
likened a journalist to the watchman 
in Ezekiel 33 who sees danger 
coming and is charged with warning 
the community. 



Sometimes, when I close my 
eyes, I go back to Wuhan, 
China. The sidewalks buzz 
with the chatter and shuffle 
of 12 million residents. The 
smell of sesame oil beckons 
me to buy my favorite street 
food. Ordering allows me 
to practice my tortured 
Chinese, and the shop owner 
smiles at my attempt. I miss 
Wuhan every day; before the 
city was international news, it 
was my home.

My journey to China began 
with CIU’s Master of Arts in 
Teaching program (’16). After 
finishing my degree and 
teaching two years in South 
Carolina public schools, I 
accepted a position as a 
fifth grade teacher at Wuhan 
Yangtze International School 
(WYIS). 

My first month at WYIS, I 
told my boss, “I think I’m in 
teacher paradise.” And I was! 
I got to teach motivated, 
kind students from all over 
the world — with far fewer 
pressures than I faced as 
an American public school 
teacher. The students and 
teachers loved coming 
to school each day. Our 
community was like a family; 
in many ways, it reminded 
me of my years at CIU. It 
didn’t take long for me to fall 
in love with China.

Despite its infamous 
virus, CIU alumna 
misses “home”

By Melissa McCutchan

Melissa McCutchan 
teaching English to 
Buddhist monks
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By Taylor Nelson
Ben Lippen Fine Arts Director

usiness is booming in Ben Lippen Fine Arts! 
The 2019-2020 academic year saw tremendous 
growth in several programs across the 
department. In the Visual Art Program, the 

completion of the $5.5M Arts & Science Center provided 
students with a state-of-the-art studio and allowed 
students to explore creative methods in Drawing, 2-D 
Art & Design, and 3-D Art & Design. Student work was 
featured at the South Carolina State Fair and in the SCISA 
(South Carolina Independent School Association) Art 
Show, with multiple students earning ribbons for their 
creations.
 

In the Choral Program, Ben Lippen renovated its Choir 
Studio and welcomed over 70 students to the curricular 
program (the highest program enrollment in recent 
years!). Stemming from increased student interest, Ben 
Lippen launched its first a cappella group composed 
entirely of male students. With members representing 



FINE ARTS



A Most Unique Ceremony: 
Commencement 2020
By Bob Holmes

C olumbia International University President Dr. Mark Smith 



Despite Keeping Their Social 
Distance at Commencement,
the Ben Lippen Class of 2020 was
a Close-Knit Group
@ Qdǁdbshnm ax B`lcdm @aq`lr+ Bk`rr ne 1/1/

I began attending Ben Lippen in kindergarten, and over a 
decade later, the next chapter of my life is rapidly approaching. 
As a sophomore and junior, there were many days where I 

longed to graduate, but now that my time at Ben Lippen has come 
to an end, I realize how truly blessed I have been to have grown up in 
the Ben Lippen family.

As a student, I was challenged to grow in every aspect of my life. 
Ben Lippen has allowed me to thrive academically and athletically, 
and I will always be so grateful to all the teachers and coaches 
who took the time to invest in me personally and helped me to 
succeed. But aside from the worldly successes that other good high 
schools might help their students achieve, what makes Ben Lippen 
great is the spiritual interest that the faculty and staff take in the 
students. Through Bible classes and chapels, I developed a strong 
understanding of Scripture and have deepened my relationship with 
Christ. In every class, we learned through the lens of Christianity and 
saw how all of creation points to its Great Creator.

Not only has Ben Lippen’s faculty been instrumental in helping me 
grow and succeed, but my classmates were what made my high 
school experience truly amazing, and the relational aspect of the 
Class of 2020 set us apart. Many of us have been in this same class 
for as long as we can remember, and while social cliques and stress 
are seemingly inevitable in the high school experience, one defining 
characteristic of my class was the unity that we shared. Whether you 
had been at Ben Lippen your whole life, or it was your first year, there 
was a sense of belonging. This was best exemplified in our come 
from behind victory in the 2018 Spirit Week as we rallied together, 
played fun and ridiculous games, and created the upset of the 
century, breaking the winning streak of the senior class.

Ben Lippen has thus shaped me and many others in the Class of 2020 
into the people we are today. I believe that many in my class will go 
on to be incredibly successful, yet more importantly, I believe that 
many more will live gospel-centered lives that will impact the world 
for Christ because of their Ben Lippen experience.  

...one de�ning characteristic of my class
was the unity that we shared.”
–2020 BLS Graduate, Camden Abrams

“
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Wham!
The other driver suddenly veered across 
the center line and rammed into his car 
at a high rate of speed. He survived, but 
barely. Every day since that 1996 crash, 
debilitating pain has been his constant, 
uninvited companion.

But pain is only part of 
Dr. Mark Smith’s story.

How did a gruesome 
accident not only test 
his Christian faith, but 
deepen it? How did 
Mark and his wife, 
Debbie, persevere 
through a bleak medical prognosis and 
months of excruciating rehab? How did 
they stave off resentment over someone 
else’s carelessness? How has Smith fought 
through ongoing pain to serve with 
extraordinary success as the president of 
two Christian universities? How can he 
possibly call his brokenness a blessing? 

A new book gives a riveting account 
of Smith’s story. Co-authored by CIU 
Professor Emeritus Dr. Terry Powell, “Oh 
God, I’m Dying!  How God Redeems Pain 
for Our Good and for His Glory,” illustrates 
how the Smiths experienced God’s 
sustaining grace through heartfelt prayer, 
God’s Word, others in the body of Christ, 
Christian music and medical intervention.

Anyone who experiences physical pain or 
other forms of affliction will discover the 
encouraging irony of how God redeems 
pain when He chooses not to remove 

GOD SPEAKS THROUGH PAIN
—AND HE DOES NOT STUTTER!

it. The result of reading his story will be 
renewed hope that God can use broken 















gathered to play a game called “Mission: Impossible.” 
They roamed the campus under the cover of darkness to 
reach designated areas without being identified by student 



ADVANCEMENT

You may not know this. Before CIU’s fourth 
president Dr. Johnny Miller answered the call to 
ministry, he was a newspaper sports reporter in 
Arizona. His lifelong love of sports, coupled with 
his passion for the message of Christ, has made 
him a wholehearted supporter and advocate of 
the role of CIU’s athletics program.

With that in mind, CIU is honoring Dr. Miller and 
his wife Jeanne by naming the outdoor athletic 
fields: The Johnny and Jeanne Miller Outdoor 
Athletics Fields. 

Funds from the $500,000 campaign will be used 
to finish critical lighting on the fields and to fund 
an endowed scholarship in Johnny and Jeanne’s 
name. This will be a fitting memorial to a man 
who dedicated his life to turning on lights in the 
darkness. 

Join Team Miller! A comprehensive list of team 
members will be presented to Johnny and Jeanne 
at the dedication in March. Make sure your name 
is included!  

Diane Mull Promoted to VP
A person familiar to many CIU alumni and donors has been promoted to 
a vice presidential position. Diane Mull arrived at CIU nearly 30 years ago 
when her husband Andy enrolled in seminary and she took on the role of 
president of the Wives Fellowship. 

Mull has been serving CIU in a full-time capacity since 2011 as director of 
Alumni Relations and the Advancement Office. In 2017, she also became 
director of University Communications. This year, CIU President Dr. Mark 
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 Dr. William Barnett (’37) 
celebrated his 103rd birthday in May. 
Bill and his late wife, Laura, worked 
as a surgeon/nurse team in several 
hospitals located in Tanzania, Kenya 
and in the Muslim-controlled Comoro 
Islands.

Lydia Stanford Bowman (’42) 
celebrated her 100th birthday in July 
with her family. She was an organist 
and pianist for many years and is 
a member at Buffalo Presbyterian 
Church in Greensboro, North 
Carolina. She is blessed by having her 
family close by to visit her regularly.  

 Hubert Addleton (‘51) recently 
celebrated his 90th birthday with a 
tandem skydive in North Georgia 
and also published his memoir 
“Memories of Ben Hill Drive: A 
Southern Story.” Addleton served 
for 35 years as a Baptist missionary 
in Pakistan and pastored several 
churches in Mississippi and in Middle 
Georgia. He and his wife, Bettie, 
celebrated their 67th anniversary in 
June.  addletonh@bellsouth.net

Ron Genheimer (’60) volunteers 
at Go Ye Village in Tahlequah, 
Oklahoma where he lives and also 
volunteers at Hillside Church. 

 genheimer@att.net

Bon Rin (’60) and Alma Ro continue 
to serve in Hawaii. Bong Rin teaches 
at three seminaries, serves as 





ALUMNI CLASS NOTES

In Memoriam
Anne Blackburn Fryga (’42) – April 2020
Betty Adams Jones (’46) – March 2020
Clayton Camp (’48) – March 2020
Hazel Barnett Knowlton (’49) – May 2020
David Carlson (’52) – December 2019
Rodney Letchworth (’53) – February 2019
Louise Clark Williams (’53) – April 2020
Verna	Gaden	Schofield	(’53)	– May 2020
Neil Jaeger (’54) – September 2019
Edward Foley (’55) – September 2019
Juanita Cochran Thomas (’55) – May 2020
Madelyn Leggat MacDonald (’57) – May 2020
Maryann Seidel Samms (‘58) – March 2020
Shirley Thomas (’58) – January 2020
Stanford Sutton Jr. (’58) – April 2020
Marvin Hiles (’57) – April 2020
Isabel Jones Marchant (’57) – April 2020
Shirley Thomas (’61) – March 2020
Maria Johnson (’61) – March 2020
David Brunner (’61) – March 2020
Charles “David” Latta (’61) – April 2020
Virginia Prozan Wellman (’62) – January 2020
Priscilla VanDerDecker (’62) – June 2020
Barbara Venlet Fitzgerald (’63) – April 2020
Mike Arnette (’66) – January 2020
Wallace Ip (’69) – April 2020
Carolyn Roberts Schneider (’70) – July 2020
Russell Warner (’70) – May 2020
Bruce Williams (’71) – April 2020
Richard Roberts (’71) – May 2020
Rhett Sanders Sr. (’74) – May 2020
M. Carlyle Herring (’74) – July 2020
Mary Matthews (’79) – June 2019
Richard Smith (’80) – July 2020
Katherine Millsap Cain (’83) – February 2020
Michael Gasaway (’88) – March 2020
Lawson Duhan (’89) – October 2019
Robin Grimm Bohanan (’89) – May 2020
Samuel Jackson (’92) – May 2020
Wanda Burch (’99) – April 2020
Patrick Flanagan (’06) – April 2020
Ervin Lee Willis (’09) – April 2020
Sandra Reed (’11) – April 2020
Sallie Fravel (’13) – July 2020

 Lowell (’00) and Kristin Wing live 
on a 15-acre farm north of Charlotte. 
Lowell is an elder and worship director 
at Shearer Presbyterian Church where 
CBC alumnus Stephen Stout (‘72) is 
head pastor. 






